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As mentioned in the attached draft Regional guidance document, the c^t* at ̂ filtered or
filtered data from groundwater monitoring weds is critical to the development of $c<*itfc£;iy and
technically sound risk values. While the guidance outlines several issues of wv*rv ,t emphasizes
that close interaction with trained hydrogeoioglsts It imperative.

Oftentimes, risk assessors need to extrapolate monitoring well data to a scenario in which
residents might dnnk the groundwater. Since residents generally do not f.itar th*/ »«:•' prior to
drinking and not ad onsite groundwater is used for drinking, data from monitoin j w«:& is needed to
define the nsk to a Mure resident for these reasons, lexicologists ganeraiy ag'w that it is most
suitable to default to unfiNered data from monitoring wefts whenever possible

However, we are all aware that there ire times when either the database is limited or other
considerations make K necessary to evaluate the useabdity of data obtained from reared samples
(using the standard 0 4St/«po'« size). In this regard, the lexicologist must be aware of which
hydrogeologK issues may impact hJs/her assessment so that they may be prompted to obtain
appropriate direction from their hydrogeotogist counterparts.

Some of the recurring issues of concern which cross both toxicological arJ r-ydrogeoiogical
disciplines are listed below. In general, they refer to these 'other considerations' which would require
evaluation of the useabillty of fittered data. If these questions are indeed answerabir perhaps a how.
to issue paper from the Forum which direct* toxicotogists on the implications of their choice of
useabie data might be appropriate. This might alow the toxicoiogist to re*y on something tangible
wtnch reflects a consensus opinion from a feflow discipline.

• is the 0.45fjtfilter size appropriate for all aquifers? Is there a way :c «va -ate it this s^e •?
inapproprittt and what stzt would be best for the aquifer being rcn-o^e^'1 Are tn«se
procee^m reakstic given the Ri/FS time frame and cost restrictions7

• Ar» few drinking water 01 other standards for turbidity measurements which reflect total
suspended aofids rather than bacterial colony densities? Would tot a. dissolved solids be a
better measure of the dnnkability of the water?

• Target metals cited in Region ill nsk assessment guidance Include manganese, iron and
aluminum'* Large discrepancies between unfiftertd ard filtered datassts from the same well
marie this data as suspect. A/e these metals suitable as target meuis? What should be an
allowable magnitude of the discrepancy?



we eva.'L.a:e onty pM as an endpoirv «o.- 'agg-eis^e1 *a:ef° A'^a: ::N.er
mgrn be r«apon$.ae for con-oa.on of r»s,denf.aJ weil casings or eacfing from natural

• What K an appropriate range to assess If the screened mte-val of a monitoring we<l prov'dM
sufTtciern yteld for residential use? Can w« a&se&s perchtd aqorfers if th« yield is su^ficiea7 Co
•e know from OP« or two sampling rounds during the Ri/PS if t.^e yield >s sutTcient, I.e.
'r»pr»3entative' o' the aquJerVater source in question7

• Can we use srounoVater aqurfer classifications to aid rls)c assessment decsicn rr.akinj^ Are
there any aqurfers that are class 3' Does a mine poo* constitute class 3?

! admit that questions such as those posed above may not have easy answers, however, t^ere
appears to be a need among toxicoiogists for written guidance which represents some fo'm of
consensus opinion on these issues. I thank the Forum tor providing the opportunity to participate m
the workgroup and raise these issues of concern Our continued cooperation in this effort will
hopefuffy lead 10 some promising resuMs.
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